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 EFFECT OF CRUELTY TO CHILDREN 

Some time ago a very striking instance of the calamity which may in certain 

cases be brought about by such brutality came prominently before my notice. I had the 

very great honour of being present at the Initiation of one of our younger members, 

the Initiator on that occasion being the Lord Maitreya Himself. In the course of the 

ceremonial the candidate, as usual, had to reply to many questions dealing largely 

with the manner in which help can best be given in certain difficult or unusual cases, 

and a special interrogation was added as to whether he forgave and could help a 

certain man who had treated him with terrible harshness and cruelty in early 

childhood. 

         The Initiator made an image of an aura with the most wonderfully delicate 

little puffs or touches or shoots of lovely colour, of light playing over its surface, as it 

were peeping out of it, and then drawing in again, and said: “Those are the seeds of 

the highest and noblest qualities of mankind-- fragile, delicate as gossamer, to be 

developed only in an atmosphere of deepest, purest love, without one touch of fear or 

shrinking. He who, being otherwise ready, can unfold and strengthen them fully may 

reach Adeptship in that same life. That was the fate we had hoped for you, that as a 



great Adept you should have stood beside me when I come to your physical plane; but 

those to whom I entrusted you (because they offered you to my service even before 

birth) allowed you to fall into the hands of this person, who was so utterly unworthy 

of such a trust. This was your aura before the blight of his wickedness fell upon you. 

Now see what his cruelty made of you.” 

Then the aura changed and twisted about horribly, and when it was still 

again all the beautiful little shoots had disappeared, and in their place were 

innumerable little scars, and the Lord explained that the harm done could not be 

cancelled in the present life, and said: “You will still help me when I come, and I hope 

that in this life you will attain Arhatship; but for the final consummation we must wait 

awhile. In our eyes there is no greater crime than thus to check the progress of a soul.” 

As the candidate saw this aura writhe and harden, saw all its fair promise 

ruthlessly destroyed by the brutality of this man, he felt again for a moment what he 

had to a great extent forgotten--the agony of the small boy sent away from home, the 

ever-hovering fear and shrinking, the incredulous horror, the feeling of flaming 

outrage from which there is no escape or redress, the sickening sense of utter 

helplessness in the grasp of a cruel tyrant, the passionate resentment at his wicked 

injustice, with no hope, no foothold anywhere in the abyss, no God to whom to 

appeal; and seeing this in his mind, I who watched understood something of the 

terrible tragedy of childhood, and why its effects are so far-reaching. 

It is not only when approaching Adeptship that this most loathsome sin of 

cruelty to children checks progress. All the new and higher qualities which the Aryan 

race should now be unfolding show themselves in light and delicate buds of a similar 

nature, though at a lower level than those described above. In thousands of cases these 

are ruthlessly crushed out by the insensate ferocity of parent or teacher, or repressed 

by the brutal bullying of bigger boys at a boarding-school; and thus many good people 



remain at the same level through several incarnations, while their tormentors fall back 

into lower races. There are certainly many egos coming into incarnation who, 

although they fall far short of the great heights of Initiation, are nevertheless unfolding 

rapidly, and need now to add to their characters some of these further and more 

delicate developments; and for the advancement intended for them also brutality 

would be fatal. 

          I had not heard, until the occasion mentioned above, that the last life in 

which Adeptship is attained must have absolutely perfect surroundings in childhood; 

but the appropriateness of the idea is obvious when once it is put before us. That is 

probably one reason why so few students gain Adeptship in European bodies, for we 

are much behind the rest of the world in that particular. It is at any rate abundantly 

clear that nothing but evil can ever follow from this ghastly custom of cruelty. Our 

members should certainly work wherever possible for its suppression, and should be, 

as I said in the beginning, most especially careful to make certain that no children for 

whom they are in any way responsible shall be in any danger from this particular form 

of crime. 
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